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Watershed Municipalities
Arran-Elderslie, Chatsworth, Georgian Bluffs, Grey Highlands

Meaford, Owen Sound, South Bruce Peninsula, Blue Mountains

Dear Partner,

As you may be aware, the Provincial government has recently unveiled several items that affect the
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA).  The first are the proposed changes to the Conservation
Authorities Act which would restrict the ability of conservation authorities to levy municipalities only for
“core” mandated programs and services related to the risk of natural hazards, conservation and
management of conservation authority-owned lands, and source water protection.

This may have the effect of reducing our funding, and thus our ability to carry out vital watershed health
and education programs such as: environmental education and day-camps; water quality sampling,
recreational dam management (e.g.: Owen Sound Mill Dam, Rankin Dam, etc); environmental
stewardship; tree planting; natural heritage monitoring; program partnering; and stakeholder
relationships.

To compound this, the Provincial government recently announced that they are reducing GSCA’s flood
related transfer payments by 50-percent, eliminating the 50-million tree program, eliminating a program
designed at reviewing the health of south Georgian Bay, and eliminating valuable summer job funding
programs.

Staff and Board members from GSCA will be attending municipal and county councils in the immediate
future to discuss these issues and will also be providing comments to the Provincial government.

It would be very beneficial to GSCA if you could express your concern with these issues by:

1. Commenting on the Environmental Registry of Ontario posting on “Modernizing the
Conservation Authorities Act” and Bill 108 prior to May 20th (ERO #: 013-5018)
https://ero.ontario.ca/

2. Expressing the value provided by GSCA and your concern with the recent and proposed
changes to your local MPP;

3. Expressing the value provided by GSCA and your concern with the recent and proposed
changes with your local municipal and county council members.

If you would like more information, or suggestions/wording for comments, please visit
www.greysauble.on.ca or contact Grey Sauble Conservation Authority via email at
explore@greysauble.on.ca or via phone at 519-376-3076.

Kind Regards,

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority


